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Edward Alleyn ; two persons, who are better known,
and will be longer remembered, in the theatrical
world3. At the accession of King James, the the-

3 Philip Henslowe was illiterate himself: yet, as he was the
protector of Drayton and Dekker, of Ben Jonson, and Massinger,
will never be forgotten in the annals of the stage. He rose from
a low origin by prudent conduct. He married Agnes Wood-
ward, widow, by whom he had no issue; at least none who sur-
vived him. It was by this marriage that he became connected
with Edward Alleyn, the celebrated comedian ; who married, on
the 22d of October, 1592, Joan Woodward, the daughter of
Henslowe's wife. About that epoch he connected himself with
the stage. He was the proprietor of The Rose theatre* on the
Bankside. Here the Lord Strange's company, the Lord Not-
tingham's company, and the Lord Pembroke's company, used to
play, under his prudent management. He became a proprietor
of the bear-garden. He was a vestryman of St. Saviour's parish,
Southwark ; where he lived, and died. Henslow had the ho-
nour, with other respectable parishioners, to be one of the pa-
ten tees to whom King James granted his charter in favour of
St. Saviour's. He made his will on the 1st of January, 1615-16 ;
leaving his wife Agnes his executrix, and his son Mr. Edward
Allen, Esq. one of the overseers of it. This fact explains how
the account books of Henslow, which have illustrated so many
obscure points, in theatrical matters, came to Dulwich college.
He appears from his will, which may be seen in the prerogative-
office, to have had, at the time of making it, no connection with
playhouses, plays, or players. He devised the reversion of the
Boar's-head, and the Bear-garden, to his godson Philip Henslow,
the son of his brother William; nor did he forget his brother
John, a waterman. The testator was buried, as appears from
the register, in the chancel of St. Saviour's church, on the 10th
of January, 1615-16.

Edward Alleyn was born in 1566; and died in 1626, after an
active life of uncommon celebrity; which has furnished ample
matter for biographers to detail. Though he was a younger man
than Shakspeare, he became distinguished as an actor, when that
poet's dramas began to illumine the stage. From the epoch of
his marriage, in 1592, he probably resided on The Bankside.
Yet he built The Fortune playhouse, near Golden Lane, in St.
Giles's, Cripplegate. On the 2d of March, 1607-8, Alleyn was
chosen a vestryman of St. Saviour's; as Henslow was already of
the same parish trust. He retired from the stage soon after the
.death of Henslow, in January, 1615-16. In 1619, he founded
Dulwich college. He lived on till November, 1626, in the same
course of prudent respectability: perfecting that great act of his